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 House of Ruth Maryland Changing Attitudes. Saving Lives.  Summer 2017

Remember Her
She was born in a small village in the Middle East in extreme poverty, and was 

pulled from school at the age of 12 to marry a man nearly 20 years older than her. 

She suffered beatings from her husband, and mental and emotional abuse from him 

and his family for many years. Then, he promised to help her complete her education, 

told her there would be no more abuse, and moved them to the United States for a 

better life. However, the physical and sexual abuse continued. 

In the US, she was extremely sick for several months, and finally reached out to a 

local community women’s group. That’s where she connected with Ifrah Chaudhri, 

one of House of Ruth Maryland’s Bilingual Outreach Specialists. After receiving medical 

attention, she found out she was not only sick, but pregnant, and dangerously  

malnourished. Ifrah worked with her to get her placed in an emergency shelter. 

Like many other women who are victims, her abuser was able to convince her to 

come home with the promise that things would change. “The average victim of  

intimate partner violence leaves 5-7 times before she leaves for good,” said Janice 

Miller, Director of Programs and Clinical Services at House of Ruth Maryland. “In a 

situation like this, she was nearly completely reliant on her abuser – a new country,  

a pregnancy and a charismatic abuser with promises of change – Continued on page 2
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Cover, continued from page 1. Letter from Executive Director 
Dear Friends,

The first tweet from the Montgomery County Police Department simply said, “MCP 

responding to call for domestic disturbance with initial report of multiple people shots 

inside a home…Updates to follow”. As the hours passed, we learned that three people  

were killed inside the home. Later that evening, the suspect committed suicide.

As more details emerged, we learned that the shooter was an abuser who had been 

holding his wife hostage in their home for several days, and when she finally escaped 

she ran to her neighbor’s house. Her abuser followed her there and started shooting. 

The victim was able to escape that home, with two others. But, in the end, 4 people 

were dead. Details are still emerging about the couple and the abuser’s violent history.

As we ask ourselves how this horror could possibly have happened, it’s so easy to 

question the decisions a victim makes, and to judge her for them. We can never, 

however, fully know the extent of the control being exerted, even before any violence 

begins. Research shows that a victim is the best judge of the level of danger she is in 

with her abuser, and often staying is what keeps her from being killed. These murders 

so clearly exemplify the inconceivable actions an abuser will take to maintain control. 

Instead of looking to the choices she makes for our answers, we must turn to the 

abuser. What did we see in his behavior that indicated his capability for control and 

violence? What could we have done to call him out on it – to hold him accountable. 

How did we reach out to his potential victim to offer support?  

This is the work we do. Helping victims who are suffering in unimaginable ways is 

our mission. As is confronting the attitudes and behaviors that allow this atrocity to 

continue in our community. But we need to do it together. I’m asking you to help us 

make it clear that violence in any of its forms will never be tolerated. And, I’m asking 

for your financial help so we can provide the services necessary for victims to be able 

to rebuild their lives safely and free of fear. 

The violence must end. It must.

Sincerely,

 Sandi Timmins
 Executive Director Sandi Timmins

so going back was the ‘safest’ thing for 

her to do,” said Miller.

Bilingual Outreach Specialists, like Ifrah, 

spend every day serving victims who  

are suffering in unimaginable ways. It’s 

why House of Ruth Maryland works with  

community partners to reach marginalized 

communities, like recent immigrants. 

“These victims can face even more  

barriers to leaving,” said Miller, “language  

barriers, cultural mores, fear of deportation,  

and a lack of understanding of what their 

rights are. We go to them where they 

are, speak their language (when we can) 

and work to give them the tools they 

need to stay as safe as they can, if they 

choose to stay.”

Several days after returning to her 

abuser, she was again badly beaten, 

causing her miscarriage. When she tried 

once more to leave, he poured gasoline 

on her, lit a match and set her on fire. 

After being admitted to a local hospital, 

she began to make plans for her to leave 

her husband and move her to her family. 

While doctors prepared her for the move, 

her medical situation became critical. 

After years of intense abuse, her body 

simply couldn’t be healed and internal 

bleeding ultimately caused her death. 

She died just a few weeks ago.

As if that was not enough, Ifrah learned  

that when she entered the hospital, her 

husband’s family arranged for him to 

fly back to Middle East. He has left the 

country, so there is no possibility of  

justice being served.

Please remember her. Her family  

didn’t want her name shared, as they 

had hoped that she would return to  

her husband.

To learn more about House of Ruth 

Maryland’s programs for immigrants 

and other victims, please contact Janice 

Miller, Director of Programs and Clinical 

Services at janice@hruthmd.org.
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Making Victims Safe
Each year, House of Ruth Maryland advocates with the Maryland General Assembly to enact legislation that makes Maryland 

safer for all domestic violence/intimate partner violence victims. This year was no exception and we’re pleased to report a  
successful session. Our lead bill, HB 388/SB 170, Violation of Violation of Conditions of Release, which makes violation of a  
pretrial no contact order a crime, was signed into law by the Governor. This legislation makes a violation of release conditions  
a separate crime, and enables law enforcement to arrest a defendant for violating his/her conditions of release, including to 
stay away from the victim. Previously, there was no criminal penalty for  
violating conditions of release. 

In addition to the work House of Ruth Maryland staff, board, and community partners do, we want to thank the many 
Delegates and Senators who join us in the fight to end intimate partner violence. We thank Delegate Kathleen Dumais, 
vice chair of the House Judiciary Committee, and lead sponsor of several our bills. We could not accomplish what we do in the 
legislature without Delegate Dumais. She is a true fighter for victims of intimate partner violence. We also thank Senator Susan 
Lee and Delegate Aruna Miller, the lead sponsors of our primary bill. In addition, we thank Senator Bobby Zirkin, chairman  
of the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, who was the lead sponsor of our bill to add revenge porn to the definition of 
abuse in the protective order. Further, we thank Senator Delores Kelley and Delegate Vanessa Atterbeary, who were 
the lead sponsors of our bill to expand the permanent protective order. We also thank Senator Will Smith who made sure 
the firearms transfer bill finally passed this year. Finally, a special thank you to our lobbyists Sean Malone, Lisa Harris Jones, and 
Tommy Tompsett of Harris Jones and Malone who provide countless hours of work and support towards our legislative effort.

Below, are key pieces of legislation passed this session to make Maryland safer for victims 
of intimate partner violence:

HB 388/SB 170 - Criminal Procedure – Violation of Conditions of Release - This bill makes violation of a pretrial no 
contact order a crime. If a person is arrested and released pretrial, very often the court sets special conditions of release for the 
defendant. A common special condition is to have no contact with the victim. Under current law, if the defendant violates a 
pretrial special condition, it is not a crime. The only the remedy is for the state’s attorney to file to revoke the release condition. 
By making violation of release conditions a separate crime, it enables law enforcement to arrest a defendant for violating his/
her conditions of release, including to stay away from the victim. 

HB 1303/SB 491 - Family Law – Domestic Violence – Permanent Protective Orders – Under the current law, in order 
to be eligible for a permanent protective order the respondent must be convicted and sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 
at least 5 years, the crime must be one of a list of enumerated crimes, and the respondent must have served at least 12 months 
of the sentence. In addition, the current statute requires that the crime must be the act of abuse that led to the issuance of the 
final protective order. This bill expands the current permanent protective order statute to include any crime, not just one of the 
enumerated crimes, and applies even if the crime was not the act of abuse that led to the issuance of the protective order. 

HB 255 and 633/SB 578 - Secretary of State – Address Confidentiality Programs – Shielding of Real Property 
Records – In 2016, the General Assembly passed a bill creating a Task Force to study and make recommendations about how 
to protect the identity and address of a participant in the Address Confidentiality Program (ACP) when recording a deed  
transferring real property to an ACP participant. This bill amends the ACP statute and creates a system for recording deeds  
and protecting the confidentiality of an ACP participant’s address.   

HB 30/328/SB 121 - Family Law – Domestic Violence – Definition of Abuse – This bill was amended by the  
General Assembly and it expands the way abuse is defined in the protective order statute to include revenge porn. 

HB 1646/SB 1036- Criminal Procedure - Firearms – Transfer – This bill requires the State’s Attorney’s office to notify  
a defendant if s/he is charged with a domestically related, disqualifying crime and that, if convicted, s/he would be prohibited 
from possessing a firearm. It also requires the court to inform the defendant that s/he is prohibited from possessing a firearm 
and requires the defendant to provide proof to the court that all the defendant’s firearms have been appropriately transferred. 

For a full recap of our legislation agenda, legislation we supported, opposed and were monitoring, please visit our 
website at www.hruth.org/legislative-priorities. To receive periodic updates and action alerts on our legislation  
agenda, please contact Dorothy Lennig at dlennig@hruthmd.org.
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Special Thanks
• To Devon, Alex, and the sisters of Alpha Omega Chi at UMD for raising  
 over $9,000 at their Carnation Gala.

• To Girl Scout Troop 10313 for their collection of much needed art supplies,  
 books, and first aid items for our clients.

• To Blue Ocean Realty for collecting supplies for our legal clinic, volunteering  
 at our warehouse to sort donations, and donating $3,000. 

• To the Baltimore Heritage Quilters Guild for donating several beautiful,  
 hand-sewn, and much-needed quilts and pillowcases for our clients. 

• To Earlbeck Gases and Technologies for hosting a charity bull Roast, their  
 first ever charity event, and donating the proceeds to House of Ruth Maryland.  

• To Monumental Sports & Entertainment for donating tickets to our  
 clients for two Baltimore Brigade games. 

• To Toni Davis-Spivey and BB&T Bank for selecting our House of Ruth  
 Maryland as a Lighthouse Project beneficiary in order for us to purchase  
 various items to upgrade the childcare areas. 

• To the Junior League of Baltimore for providing assistance to our childcare  
 department on family game night and the first Tuesday of every month.  

• To Harbor East Management Group for helping us provide information to  
 the community at the FashionEASTa Fashion Show and choosing us as the  
 beneficiary of the proceeds. 

• To the One Love group at Hereford High School for making Mother’s Day  
 cards and crafts with our clients. 

• To Towanda McIver and the Imani Sister Circle for organizing beautiful  
 Mother’s Day baggies of jewelry, lotion, and hand-made cards for the kids to  
 give to their mothers. 

• To the chefs at Eggsquisite for hosting a delicious omelet bar for our clients  
 on Mother’s Day weekend. 

• To Clayworks for hosting a “Mom and Me” clay class for our clients at shelter  
 and beginning a six-week long class for kids to create a beautiful finished   
 product of clay. 

• To the Friendly Daughter’s of St. Patrick for organizing a “Shop for Mom’s”  
 event for the clients we serve.

• To the Flower Mart committee for again selecting House of Ruth as a  
 beneficiary of a portion of the proceeds from Flower Mart. 

• To Ruth Ann Carroll of Smyth Jewelers in Timonium, for donating a bale  
 and chain to make a pendant donation into a necklace valued at $500 to sell  
 at Ruth’s Closet.

Teaching Others 
In March, House of Ruth Maryland was 

asked by the U.S. Department of State’s 

Office of International Visitors’ Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs to host  

a delegation from Russia, who were  

visiting the United States. The group 

came to the US to learn more about  

programs and services for victims of  

gender based violence.

The delegation consisted of primary 

care providers and journalists from 

Russia, who are interested in how they 

can advance the programs that service 

victims in their home country. With the 

help of some very talented interpreters, 

the visitors asked numerous questions 

about how our programs work, how  

we develop our programs and repeatedly 

remarked at their surprise at the  

comprehensive nature of our services.

After the meeting, some of the  

journalists followed up and we did some 

interviews with Russian publications. 

One article that ran on a very popular 

website in Russia, Wonderzine, was 

titled, “Why It Isn’t Her Fault” – a title 

that truly amplifies the message we 

share with victims.

It was a great opportunity for our staff 

to learn about other programs in other 

countries but also for our experts to 

share their knowledge to literally help 

victims from around the world.

To learn more about our programs 

and services, please visit our website 

at www.hruth.org.



Every One Unique 
For more than 10 years, dedicated  

volunteers have been creating B-More 
Bags as a way to stay involved with the 
local community and to raise money  
for House of Ruth Maryland. As the  
project continues to grow, you can  
find B-More Bags at two new locations – 
Lingerie Lingerie and Wells Liquor.  
At Lingerie Lingerie, shoppers can find 
our jewelry bags and accessories bags, 
two beautiful ways to store all your 
treasures and at Wells Liquor, you can 
purchase a wine bag to create an extra 
special gift for someone.

And mark your calendars now for our 
annual B-More Bags Trunk Show and 
Sale – December 1 – at Ruth’s Closet. 
The Trunk Show and Sale features our full 
line of B-More Bags – each one unique 
and handcrafted by expert seamstresses!

To learn more about B-More Bags 
at House of Ruth Maryland, please 
contact Jen Talbert, Social Enterprise 
Manager, at jtalbert@hruthmd.org.

An Ultimatum 
“At 16, I gave my mother an ultimatum – it was him or me.” When the applause 

died down, Charlene Williams, House of Ruth Maryland Board Member and speaker at 
the 17th annual Spring Luncheon, explained why this wasn’t applause worthy. “I put 
my mother in danger, myself in danger, and forced her to make a decision that could 
have killed us both.”

Charlene’s remarks at Spring Luncheon on May 1, were a chilling reminder of the 
complexity of intimate partner violence and a stark answer to the question – why 
doesn’t she just leave – because she fears for her life, the lives of her children and others. 

Keynote Speaker, Baltimore native and New York Times bestselling author, Laura 
Lippman, had the unenviable task of following Charlene. Ms. Lippman said it best 
herself, when she opened with, “Anything I have to say now is superfluous.” Ms. 
Lippman then went on to share how intimate partner violence impacted her time as 
a reporter with the Baltimore Sun and also how the issue continues to influence her 
writing. In her most recent book, Sunburn, while not explicitly stated, she shared that 
there is a history of violence for the central character and the character’s actions are 
shaped by the trauma she’s experienced.

House of Ruth Maryland would like to extend a special thank you to our guest 
speakers – Christian Schaffer, WMAR-TV, Charlene Williams, House of Ruth Maryland 
Board Member and Laura Lippman and to the more than 450 guests who attended 
the event. Your support led to the most successful Spring Luncheon in many years!

We’d also like to thank the many sponsors of this year’s event:
Gold Sponsor: Sponsors: Anonymous, Merritt Properties, Transamerica  

Silver Sponsor: McCormick & Company  

Bronze Sponsors: Campbell & Company, Law Offices of Peter T. Nicholl, M&T Bank,  

University of Maryland St. Joseph Medical Center, and Verdence Capital Advisors  

Lead Sponsors: Susannah Bergmann and Dave Huber, Christy DiPietro and Meredith Callanan, 

Linda Lo Cascio, Vicki Deyesu, Mary D. Miller, BGEHome, Baltimore Ravens, BrightKey,  

CareFirst, GBMC, Heritage Toyota of Catonsville, part of MileOne Automotive, Howard Bank,  

Johns Hopkins School of Nursing, KPMG, Dorothy L. and Henry A. Rosenberg, Jr. Foundation, 

University of Maryland Medical System 

Table Hosts: Mayer Baker, Jody Berg, Joyce Ann Burman, Sheldon Caplis, Holly Griffin, Jeri 

Hawthorne, Susan Hussey, Jeff Musgrove, Amy Newhall, Joan Schochor, Carolyn Thaler, Amerian 

Office, Chesapeake Employers Insurance, Hansen Legal and Mediation Services, Legg Mason,  

PNC Bank, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP, Schochor, Federico & Staton PA

Left to right is Megan Maffeo, Laura Baltatzis,  
Mary Thomas, Rose Daley, Phyllis Cook.

2018 Upcoming Events:
Crabaret  
July 12, 2018

Clearing House Sidewalk Sale 
September 5, 2018

Jessica Meredith Jacobsen 5K  
September 22, 2018

Domestic Violence  
Awareness Month, October 2018

Fill The House with WMAR-TV  
October, 2018

Adopt A Family Opens  
October, 2018

B-More Bags Trunk Show and Sale  
December 1, 2018

For more information about upcoming 
events, visit www.hruth.org/events.
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16th Annual Crabaret
Thursday, July 12, 2018   
6:30pm – 10pm • Gertrude’s at the BMA

Co-Chairs: Joyce Ann Burman and Julie Hopkins  
Price: $100 before July 1, 2018  • $125 Starting July 2, 2018  
To purchase tickets go to www.hruth.org/crab  

Title Sponsor: Anonymous
Silver Sponsors: Greenspring Associates 

Bronze Sponsor: Monica Hausner, Amy and Charles Newhall, PayPal 
Copper Sponsors: Mary Miller and Charles Hirsch, Jeff Musgrove, PSA Financial Services & Insurance,  

Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP, Towson University, W. R. Grace Foundation
Sponsors as of May 22, 2018  

For more information and to confirm your sponsorship today, please contact Stephanie Romano  
at sromano@hruthmd.org or by phone at 410-554-8446.

Join us for one of Baltimore’s signature summer events, Crabaret, in the BMA’s Sculpture Garden,  
to benefit House of Ruth Maryland. Feast on Chef John Shields’ crabby concoctions complimented  

by a selection of fine wines and craft brews. Dance under the stars to the music of the Swingin’ Swamis.

An                     evening of                extravagance – Crabaret!enchanted  exquisite 


